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ACCOUNTING FUTURES program TOOLKIT 

The Future of Accounting is Already 
Here. Are You Ready?
Client Advisory Services (CAS) is the fastest-growing area of the accounting 
profession, and the students who get there first will have a serious edge.

The Shift

Accounting is evolving. As AI absorbs transactional 
work, the accountant’s capacity to do higher-level 
work expands. The profession is quickly moving 
towards something more strategic, more client-facing, 
and more impactful. The graduates who arrive with 
these skills will define the next generation of the 
profession.

That’s CAS and it’s where the 
opportunity is.

What is CAS?

Client Advisory Services (CAS) is the ongoing strategic 
guidance that helps businesses understand their 
finances, plan ahead, and grow. CAS accountants do 
four things well: they account, leverage technology,  
generate insights, and build lasting client relationships.

It's the work that AI can't replace, and the 
work firms can't hire for fast enough.

Restaurants. Tech startups. Healthcare practices. Contractors. Boutiques.

These small and midsize businesses drive the economy, and CAS, powered by QuickBooks, 
opens career pathways to all of them.

+421% 99% 53%+109% 
projected growth in 
CAS over the next 
three years.

the one-year jump in 
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related AI skills.

of firms rank software 
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demand for decision-
making and critical-
thinking skills.

Sources: 2026 Intuit QuickBooks Accountant Technology Survey; 2024 CAS Benchmark Survey, cpa.com; Intuit for Education program data.

Source: Lightcast labor market data for Accounting and Related Occupations, United States,

Ready to get ahead?

Start building your credentials today.

Be sure to log in using your .edu email address.

Get your QuickBooks Level 1 Certification and Client Advisory Services Foundations Badge

https://digitalasset.intuit.com/render/content/dam/intuit/ic/en_us/content/intuit-for-education-accounting-futures-toolkit.pdf


STUDENT CAS OVERVIEW  ·  CONTINUED

CAS accountants command 9% 
higher salaries. 
Source: Lightcast labor market data for Accounting and Related Occupations, United States, June 2021- June 2026

Why Your Credentials Matter
Many accounting firms require new hires to hold Intuit QuickBooks Certification Level 1, and with 80% of small 
businesses running on QuickBooks, those firms' clients are your future clients too. Earn your certification before 
graduation, and you'll walk in ready to work from day one, with no ramp-up required. 



The Intuit for Education Client Advisory Services Foundations Badge goes a step further, showcasing the 
advisory and communication skills firms are actively hiring for.



Together, these credentials send employers one of the clearest signals there is: you know how to do the actual work.

Both credentials are free. Both are earnable now.

Intuit QuickBooks Certification

Level 1

Intuit for Education Client Advisory 
Services Foundations Badge

Earn it via the Advisory Course. Complete the three 
self-paced Advisory courses (~5 hours) and 

demonstrate the advisory and communication skills 
that firms are actively hiring for.

Earn it via Intuit Academy. Complete the self-paced 
QuickBooks curriculum (~7.5 hours) and demonstrate 

QuickBooks proficiency at a professional level, 
recognized by employers at the point of hire.

This course catapulted me into a career in CAS I never 

knew existed. I've found my calling.”
— Cameron Morgan, student at Utah Valley University

Ready to get ahead?

Start building your credentials today.

Be sure to log in using your .edu email address.

Get your QuickBooks Level 1 Certification and Client Advisory Services Foundations Badge

https://share.articulate.com/6CH2PUam4_5AQU3YHOPv1#/lessons/LscZpzhYIi8ya1XGw1E7mmyPYD1fIS9F
https://academy.intuit.com/courses/intuit-quickbooks-certification-level-1?cid=ds_ial_gen_us_ia-fy26_reg_ctl_link_inti-ia
https://digitalasset.intuit.com/render/content/dam/intuit/ic/en_us/content/intuit-for-education-accounting-futures-toolkit.pdf

